Campylobacter pylori is associated with chronic gastritis but not with active peptic ulcer disease.
Campylobacter pylori is supposed to be involved in the pathogenesis of gastroduodenal peptic ulcer diseases and chronic gastritis. In order to study whether the Campylobacter pylori in the stomach of peptic ulcer patients is related to ulcer itself or to a co-existing chronic gastritis, we examined the frequency of the bacteria in Giemsa stained histological sections of biopsy specimens from a series of patients with active peptic ulcer and from series of non-ulcer control subjects. We found no difference in the frequency of Campylobacter- positive cases between ulcer patients and non-ulcer controls when the comparison was done within the same category of chronic gastritis; e.g., within the category of chronic superficial gastritis 74% and 78% of cases showed the bacteria in antral biopsies from ulcer patients and from non-ulcer controls, respectively. In both ulcer patients and control subjects, in similar way in both antral and body mucosa, the Campylobacter pylori was strongly associated with chronic superficial gastritis but was more weakly associated with chronic atrophic gastritis, and the bacteria were only occasionally seen in normal mucosa. We conclude that Campylobacter pylori is associated with chronic gastritis in peptic ulcer patients but is not related to active ulcer.